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Meatco Sees Light At The End Of The Tunnel

Nghiinomenwa-vali Erastus

Meatco chief executive officer Mwilima Mushokabanji 
has indicated that despite external factors, internally 
they have met all the board key performance 
indicators to get the company profitable.

Mushokabanji said what is happening to the company 
cannot be attributed to Meatco’s management 
nor the board, but to external factors that affected 
raw material supply, weaner export, FMD, and 
unsustainable historical debts.

He also said the leadership has a positive outlook 
on the company’s performance given the local 
head recovery, which guarantees throughput and 
constant slaughtering of around 60 000 to 65 000 
cattle annually.
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The CEO was responding to the agriculture 
minister Calle Schlettwein who this week 
labelled the meat processing company to 
be “under ICU”.

Internally, he said, they have done what 
they have been tasked to by the board, from 
reducing their workforce and reducing 
their historical debts which were inherited 
from the previous board and management.

Regarding throughput (raw material), 
Mushokabanji explained that the livestock 
sector is just recovering from the worst 
drought of 2019/20 which reduced the 
number of cattle available for slaughter in 
the country.

He said that during the drought, most 
farmers converted their cattle into cash 
to avoid losses, and head recovery takes 
time for a country that does not use any 
hormonal growth.

“As a result of the drought, the farmers 
needed 2 to 4 years to build their heads 
depending on the quality of grading. After 
buying up the drought-forced sale animals 
(around 116 000) in 2019, from 2020 to 
2021 the company started to experience 
throughput issues, which reduced the 
supply of raw material to Meatco leading 
to Meatco slaughtering on average 35 000 
cattle,” the CEO explained.

The country is a net exporter of weaners 
(200 000 annually), he said, which reduces 
the future supply of ready-to-slaughter 
animals.

Further, many of the lucrative markets that 
consume the country’s beef have been hit 
by Covid-19, reducing their imports, while 
the country’s largest meat consumers  
likelocal hotels and restaurants were been 
hit by Covid-19 restrictions.

COMMUNAL FARMERS AND DIFFERENT 
MARGINS

Mushokabanji explained that in 2020/21, 
the government issued a directive that 
Meatco needs to be inclusive and empower 
all local commercial and communal 
producers producers, five years after 
Meatco pulled out of the communal areas.

This, he said, resulted in Meatco teaming up with Zamco to 
operate the Katima Mulilo export abattoir.
He argued that most of the northern abattoirs are governmen-
owned, and if they are not buying animals or operating, it is not 
Meatco’s fault but that of government and the entity which was 
appointed to operate them.

Meatco was given the directive to operate the Rundu abattoir, 
but will be handed over to Meatco at the end of February or 
March 2023.

The CEO also highlighted that they agreed to operate the 
Northern Communal Areas on a commercial basis and have 
asked government to give them six months to develop a broader 
market, targeting the Ghana and Angola markets, for example.

The rest of the existing markets, such as Europe and America, 
do not accept beef from FMD-prone areas and lung sickness 
associated with the northern areas, even if they are produced 

[OFFICIAL]

TENDER ENQUIRY NO. E008-ND-2023 
INVITATION TO TENDER FOR THE PROVISION OF TRAINING SERVICES

1. OVERVIEW
Namdeb Diamond Corporation (Pty) Ltd (Namdeb) is a wholly owned subsidiary of Namdeb Holdings (Pty) Ltd,
and performs land-based prospecting (exploration), mining and rehabilitation operations.

2.  SPECIFICATION OF THE SERVICES
Namdeb hereby invites reputable and qualified service providers to submit tenders for the Provision of Compliance 
Training Services to Namdeb employees.

The Scope of the Services shall without limitation include the Provision of Compliance Training in the following categories:
- Safe Practices
- Lifting Machines
- Surface Mobile Equipment

3.  TENDER ENQUIRY DOCUMENT
Interested parties may contact the following person to obtain a copy of the tender enquiry document:
Contact: Ms Renee Strauss
Email: renee.strauss@namdeb.com
Tel.: +264 (63) 238502

4. COMPULSORY SITE INSPECTION
A compulsory virtual clarification meeting (as further detailed in the tender enquiry) shall be conducted on Friday,
10th February 2023.

Only Tenderers that attended the compulsory virtual clarification meeting shall be eligible to participate in the
tender process.

5. CLOSING DATE
The closing date for the tender is 16h00 on Friday, 17th February 2023, and tender submissions must only be delivered 
to the address as specified in the tender enquiry document.
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under commodity-based methods.

The CEO indicated that they had to put more resources 
to develop a market for the northern communal area 
farmers in contradiction to what has been reported 
recently that the entity has done minimal to assist 
communal farmers.

“We have developed markets, something that has 
never been done in the past 30 years,” he ountered.
In terms of price disparity the entity is paying to the 
farmers in the northern and south of the redline, 
Mushokabanji said is based on margins paid by the 
export markets.

He explained that the southern farmers have access to 
lucrative or high-margin paying markets compared to 
the northern farmers.

Thus, producers are paid in accordance with the 
income their beef generates from their respective 
export markets.

However, he has indicated that they are also engaging 
the Middle Eastern countries as potential markets for 
northern-produced beef, which could command better 
prices for northern producers.

THE FINANCE AND GOVERNMENT AWARENESS

Mushokabanji has explained that in terms of their 
finance, Schlettwein has had access to Meatco’s 
financials, and external challenges and his ministry has 
been the appointing authority in terms of the board.

Additionally that every stakeholder is represented 
on the board and he reports to the board weekly 
on the progress being made, which is up to them 

to communicate effectively to the appointing 
authorities/stakeholders.

He also added that Meatco has presented its 
strategic plan to over 10 ministries, including the 
office of the prime minister, and various executive 
directors.

According to his update, the current board assessed 
the company financed in 2020 and one of their 
outcomes was that Meatco was locked up in debts 
that were taken from back 2013/14.

The assessment revealed that by that time, Meatco 
owed FNB N$520 million, and owed Bank Windhoek 
N$94 million in historic debts, with Meatco’s assets 
such as Okapuka Feedlots attached to the loan.

The board then decided that is not sustainable for 
the company to be in the hands of external financiers 
and the management was given the task to pay off 
the debts, which they managed to pay off Bank 
Windhoek’s debts in a space of 2 years despite the 
draught.

.Mushokabanji indicated Meatco also acquired a 
N$250 loan from the Development Bank of Namibia 
and use it partly (N$120) to pay the FNB’s loan and 
the company paid the remaining amount.

Currently, Mushokobanji said Meatco’s debt is 
around N$600, however, the N$200 million is not 
in the books of Meatco but it was taken up by the 
government in the past.

According to him, Meatco’s current debt plus interest 
is just N$450 million, reduced from the accumulated 
historical debts that put Meatco’s assets in the hands 
of external financiers.

Email: erastus@thevillager.com.na

Meatco Sees Light



CPBN Directed To Source From The 
Regions 

The recently launched Code of Good Practices on 
Preferences in the Namibian Public Procurement 
System aims to stimulate economic activities 
throughout the country, through reservation of certain 
procurement of goods, works and services from local 
(Namibian) suppliers who have met the nationality 
requirements in section 71(3) of the Act and the local 
content requirement as determined in the Code.

The finance minister Ipumbu Shiimi launched the 
implementation of  the Code in Windhoek yesterday. 
“As you all aware the public procurement is increasingly 
recognised as a strategic function that plays a key 
role in using public funds for sustainable development 
outcomes and fostering economic growth, job 
creation, and social welfare, the Government as one 
of the largest single buyer of goods and services 
in our country, often with expenditure estimated at 
20 - 30% of the GDP, thus it is our duty to promote, 
facilitate and strengthen measures, such as the ‘Code 

of Good Practice’ to implement the empowerment 
and industrialisation policies of the Government,” 
minister Ipumbu explained.

He said preferences are special interventions 
aimed at empowering certain targeted categories 
of Namibian suppliers with a view to enhancing their 
participation in the mainstream economy and also 
to achieve specific objectives such as economic 
inclusivity and creation of employment. 
\
“There is evidence that socio-economic benefits 
from preferences far exceed the cost arising from 
restricted competition,” he expanded.

The minister highlighted that the Code of Good 
Practice allows for preferential treatment for the 
procurement of raw meat of cloven-hoofed animals 
north of the veterinary cordon fence. 
“This code directs public entities to procure meat and 

….. as a way to enhance economic inclusivity across all regions

Fransina Nghidengwa, Justicia Shipena
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meat products from the northern 
cordon fence. So if you are a public 
entity, like a hospital in the north of 
the cordon fence, you are directed 
to buy meat from them before you 
buy it from the rest of the country.”

He added this preferential treatment 
particularly gives effect to Resolution 
No. 10 of the Land Conference of 
2018, which resolved that there 
should be special arrangements for 
the northern communal farmers’ 
produce through the public 
procurement system.

According to Shiimi, the code aims 
to grant exclusive preferences to 
local suppliers in the amended 
Public Procurement Act through the 
reservation of certain procurement 
of goods, works and services. 

The Code is said to further grant 
price preferences during evaluation 
to categories of local suppliers 
such as youth, women, and MSMEs 
manufacturers who will receive an 
additional price preference during 
evaluation.

Although preferences are an 
exception to the competitive 
supply principle in that public 
entities do not exclusively buy from 
the cheapest bidder, they have 
to be applied equitably without 
compromising the transparency 
and value-for-money principles, 
the finance minister said. 

“Preferences are special 
interventions aimed at empowering 
certain targeted categories of 
Namibian suppliers to enhance 
their participation in the mainstream 
economy.” 

He said the preferences will be 
applied by the Central Procurement 
Board and public entities to the 
procurement of certain goods, 
works, and services. 

“For procurements that are subject 
to national preference, a margin of 

up to 10% price preference will be given to suppliers meeting the 
nationality requirements and the qualification criteria specified under 
the code, for different procurements,” he explained.

He noted that a margin of up to 10% price preference will be given 
to the targeted categories of local suppliers specified in the code in 
respect of the nature of procurements.

He emphasised that by granting the two forms of preferences, Namibian 
suppliers will be given a competitive advantage that will help build 
their capacity and greatly enhance their ability to compete against 
multinational corporations. 

He concluded that government must make deliberate efforts such as 
the granting of preferential treatment in the public procurement system 
to create opportunities for the youth and other targeted categories of 
Namibian suppliers through the issuance of the Code of Good Practice 
on Preferences.

New Code Directs CPBN

This code directs public entities to procure meat and meat products 

from the northern cordon fence. So if you are a public entity, like a 

hospital in the north of the cordon fence, you are directed to buy 

meat from them before you buy it from the rest of the country.



A Positive Economic Outlook For Namibia 
In 2023

NATIONAL NEWS

Namibia is expected to be one of the best performers 
when considering GDP growth forecasts for certain 
emerging markets and advanced economies, Says 
Simonis Storm in their Economic Outlook report for 
the current year.

The growing divergence between emerging markets 
and advanced economies is due to disproportionate 
economic losses incurred associated with the 
pandemic and subsequent divergences in recoveries.
Simonis Storm said the latest International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) growth forecasts for 2023 expects growth 
to average 3.7% in emerging markets and 1.1% in 
advanced economies compared to 2.7% global 
growth.

The report states that in prior years when advanced 
economies recorded economic contractions or a 
slowdown in growth rates, Namibia fared relatively 
well and only saw a dip in growth later on.

“Our growth forecasts for Namibia are slightly 
lowered as a result of external economic weakness, 
however, not materially. Growth in 2023 is likely to 
remain above rates recorded in the last eight years 

in Namibia,” said the reputable stockbroker and 
wealth management firm.

Furthermore, Simonis Storm mentioned that a basic 
regression analysis shows that Namibian economic 
growth is most sensitive to growth developments in 
South Africa and the EU. China, the US, the UK and 
Australia, amongst others, have smaller to minimal 
effects on Namibia’s growth.

Concerning negative external developments, 
numerous factors could affect demand for Namibia’s 
exports which are primarily basic commodities and 
fish products.

According to the stockbroker firm, it still sees the 
average global consumer shifting consumption 
spending away from merchandise goods towards 
services; however, this can change for emerging 
markets.

In addition to this, high inflation and rising interest 
rates have decreased disposable incomes across 
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the globe and so demand wanes, which has led to 
a decrease in export orders and manufacturing 
production in Namibia’s key trading partner countries.

“The outlook for global manufacturing production also 
looks bleak, given that the manufacturing Purchasing 
Managers Indices (PMIs), an indication of future 
manufacturing production growth, are below the 
critical 50 index points (contractionary territory) for 
most advanced economies,”  report stated.

The report expanded the resumption of industrial 
activity and the speed at which this takes place is 
uncertain in China, and due to this, the market is 
forecasting commodity prices to decline in the first 
quarter of 2023 and then to slightly lift from the second 
quarter of same year onwards.

Consensus median forecasts on Bloomberg indicate 
a 10.1% quarter-on-quarter decrease in commodity 
prices across selected commodities by the end of the 
first quarter of 2023.

ENERGY 
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Protein, one of the key building blocks to give your kids the resilient energy to 
get them through the day. 

SO ARE 
STRONG 
 MUSCLES. 

O
&

L BRA
N

DX

“We believe that commodity prices can decline 
throughout 2023, but will end the year higher than 
levels recorded in 2022”.

Simonis Storm said that lower external demand, 
softer commodity prices, and a stronger Rand/USD 
exchange rate are expected to weigh on export 
earnings in 2023 and keep the trade balance mostly 
in deficit territory.

On the flip side, the investment broker said they do 
expect shipping costs to remain on a negative trend 
for local businesses who have already indicated a 
60% drop in shipping costs since the pandemic peak 
when shipping costs for one container increased 
from USD 3 000 to USD 18 000.

Also, lower forecasted global oil prices and a 
stronger Rand are expected to lower the import bill.
Maintaining this view, the Current Account is likely 
to improve slightly in 2023.
“Longer term, we expect exports to increase due 
to the reasons mentioned earlier and improve the 
trade balance and so the Current Account balance,” 
said the firm.

 Positive Economic Outlook
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Fraud Down By 80% Because Of Data 
Collection - MTC

Mobile Telecommunications Company (MTC) says 
that it has reduced fraud  through phones by 80% since 
it started collecting biometric data when registering 
SIM cards last year.

The company came under fire from the Institute for 
Public Policy Research (IPPR), which questioned the 
legality of how MTC registers SIM cards, particularly 
the collection of biometric data and taking pictures of 
customers.

MTC’s human capital and corporate affairs officer 
Tim Ekandjo, said on Tuesday the extension of 
registering SIM cards with facial and biometric data 
aims to combat cybercrime, fraud and protect their 
business and its customers.

Ekandjo added the protection includes online scams, 
digital extortion, business email compromises, 
ransomware (malware designed to deny user access 
to company documents) and botnets (compromised 
machines used to automate large-scale campaigns).

“We have so many customers that defrauded MTC, 
not only MTC but maybe other businesses as well 
by coming in with false identification documents and 
there is no way you can verify it, even if one comes in 
and says ‘here is my ID’,” Ekandjo said.

He said information obtained via verification will not 
be shared with any other operator or institution and 
will remain confidential.

He further said the consent of the customer is 
required as per the draft Namibia Data Protection 
Bill, AU Convention on Cybercrime and Personal 
Data Protection, and EU General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR).

“Since we implemented verification as part of SIM 
card registration, we have reduced fraudulent 
activities by at least 80%,” he said.

He pointed out that although the regulator said that 
the registration of SIM cards does not require facial 
recognition and biometric data, it is not illegal to do 
so as it extends the protection of the business and 
its customers.

Last year, the Communications Regulatory Authority 
of Namibia (CRAN) announced that unregistered 
SIM cards will be deactivated after 31 December 
2023.

Ekandjo said their “MTC verifi” initiative is a 
“know-your-customer” tool, which creates a digital 
customer identity, whereby it involves the collection 
of biometrics data and protects their business and 
their customers.

Ekandjo further noted MTC managed to register 
965 235 SIM cards so far, and that all SIM cards not 
registered by 1 January 2024 will be terminated.

Other African countries have already published 
biometric regulations like Ghana, Lesotho, Tanzania 
and now South Africa.

...nearly 1 million sim cards registered

Leakey Kaxwadi 
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MTC verifi” initiative is a “know-your-
customer” tool, which creates a digital 
customer identity, whereby it involves the 
collection of biometrics data and protects 
their business and their customers.



Rundu Learners Start New School In 20 
Tents

The awaited project school at Rundu in the Kavango 
East region started on Monday morning, with stranded 
730 learners who have been housed in 20 tents as 
classrooms.

The project school learners from grade 8 to 10 who 
could not be placed at local schools. The tents were 
donated by the office of the prime minister and  
pegged at the Rundu Trade Fair grounds.
On Monday, learners started school after three weeks 
of being home and looking for placement.  All learners 
came with different uniforms from their previous 
schools. The issue of  uniforms will be discussed 
during the week.
The school has 11 teachers and a principal who 
were transferred from different schools. According 
to the regional education directorate, their posts will 
be advertised to recruit new teachers in their former 
positions.
Mateya Muhongo, acting deputy director of 
programme and quality assurance, said: “There will 
be enough chairs and tables for each learner and 
teachers that have transferred from other schools to 
the Rundu project school. Thus we are still waiting 
for more chairs and tables to be donated to the new 
school.”
According to Muhongo, the tents are strong enough 

and will not be blown away by strong wind, nor 
will the rain be a distraction to the learners at the 
school.
“Last week was very stressful because parents and 
learners were both gathered at the circuit office, 
some parents even threw stones at us, but we 
finally made it to provide tents to the learners that 
were not yet placed in schools,” he said.
He said Kavango East has another school called 
Siguruguru Combined School where learners are 
also taught in tents, which he said is an indication 
that the numbers of learners in the region is 
increasing.
A new learner at the project school, who chose to 
remain anonymous, said he registered at the school 
after he failed grade 8 at Ndama Combined School.
“I was very stressed and did not know what to do 
for the past three weeks that I was sitting home 
and not doing anything. I did not want to be in the 
streets, but I am glad that today I can finally say I 
am repeating my grade 8 here.”
The Kavango East education director, Fanuel 
Kapapero said they received tents last week, but 
needed a suitable place to set them up, and the 
Rundu Trade Fair ground was chosen.
“We also had to sort out school furniture, teaching 
staff and get security guards. That is why it took 
us so long to start with teaching and learning,” he 
concluded.
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Central Govt Borrowing Requirement Of N$82 
Billion In Four Years

In terms of the 2022/23 Fiscal Strategy of the 
ministry of finance, the country net borrowing 
requirement stands at around N$82 billion in four 
years.

This means for the past four financial years, the 
government needed around N$82 billion to  fill the 
budget deficit. Out of that, around N$19,4 billion 
was foreign funding.

Thus, the Namibian debt accumulation has 
increased from N$69,9 billion in 2016 and is 
projected to go up to N$140.2 billion by March 
2024,  which is an increase of 71%.

By March 2025, the government will accumulate 
N$165,5 billion or 75.2% of the country total 
production (GDP), according to the 2022-23 Fiscal 
Strategy.

Due to the level of debt accumulation, researchers 
from the Institute of Public Policy Research (IPPR) 
have suggested for the power to approve foreign 

210
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…suggestion to limit govt power to approve foreign loans

loans be shifted to parliament.

“Parliament should be given the authority to approve 
all foreign loans to the public sector as is the case in 
neighbouring Botswana for example,” IPPR said.

According to the institute’s explanation, the move will 
oblige the minister of finance to explain to parliament 
why a loan is being taken, what its impact will be and 
how it will be repaid. 
“As things stand, loans seem to be taken out willy-nilly 
based on private negotiations between government 
officials, donors and investors” the IPPR wrote in their 
report.

They further supported their suggestion that 
government has spectacularly failed to adhere to its 
own public debt target of 35% of GDP set in 2012/13, 
“primarily because it has always been easier to borrow 
more than make painful decisions on cutting spending”.

As a result, public debt is now at a level where alarm 
bells have started to sound the researchers wrote 

CONTINUED ON PG.11
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and asking what the country have to show for, for its 
borrowing.

As a consequence, and in parallel with rising levels of 
debt, Namibia’s sovereign credit rating has steadily 
deteriorated, the researchers highlighted.

This means Namibia is decreasingly seen as a “safe 
bet” and makes it harder or more expensive to raise 
funds internationally. 

In his foreword for the 2022-2023 Fiscal Strategy, 
minister Iipumbu acceded that government’s fiscal 
position is under pressure, with revenue collection to 
take some time.

He supported argument that some structural 
challenges in the economy led to persistent decline in 
revenue that further resulted in high deficit levels and 
debt stock accumulation.

The Namibian economy entered a period of stagnant 
economic growth between 2016 and 2020, with growth 
averaging 1.9%.

A combination of droughts, low commodity prices and 
recession has led to slow economic activity and later 
the outbreak of Covid-19 that affected domestic and 
global demand.

The IPPR researchers are also demanding a 
comprehensive and detailed account of Namibia’s 
public debt to be published as part of the national 
budget which would be a more detailed version of 
former minister Schlettwein’s media release of 2019. 
“This will serve to reassure both the general public 
and the local and international investor community,” 

wrote the researchers.

The ministry of finance and public enterprises is 
also asked to develop the capacity to carry out debt 
sustainability analyses on a regular basis, preferably 
before agreements on any new loans are entered 
into, with all loans to be subjected to greater 
economic scrutiny.

The researcher explained that some loans, possibly 
in energy or oil and gas, may give rise to clear 
revenue streams which can be used to repay the 
loan, however, undertaking loans especially in 
sectors like water and roads, do not. 

Adding that although politicians argue that new 
infrastructure automatically gives rise to economic 
growth and more revenue to government, there is 
little evidence to support their theory, especially 
if infrastructure projects have not been properly 
assessed beforehand.

The IPPR team has also highlighted that the ‘what 
is a sustainable level of public debt for Namibia’ is 
not straightforward question since it depends on 
the ability to repay which in turn depends on the 
conditions of each loan.

Furthermore, what loans are used for, whether 
they result in improved economic performance and 
whether that gives rise to additional revenues that 
can repay them. 

Whatever the case, the researchers have indicated 
that the Namibian debt is approaching levels that in 
other countries have led to debt distress. 

“It should in future be much more cautious about 
taking on new debt. Just because someone offers 
you a loan does not mean you should take it,” the 
IPPR said.
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BMW Motorrad International GS Trophy 2024 
Namibia

The venue of the BMW Motorrad International GS 
Trophy 2024 has been decided: this time the off-
road adventure will take place in Namibia. Having 
been held on all continents around the globe, the 
International GS Trophy now returns in 2024 to 
where it all began in 2008 in Africa.

Namibia’s fascinating attractions includes 
magnificent landscapes as well as unique flora and 
fauna. When night falls after a hot day has drawn 
to a close with a deep red sunset, a spectacular 
starry sky stretches out over this paradise located 
on the Atlantic coast of south-western Africa. In 
short, the journey into fascinating Namibia will be 
an entirely unique experience in many respects—
well seasoned with a good portion of SpiritOfGS.

There is still some time to go before the official 
start of the BMW Motorrad International GS 
Trophy 2024, however. Meanwhile, the national 
qualifying rounds offer a foretaste of what is to 
come. There will be 15 national qualifying event 
and one international qualifying round worldwide, 
giving skilled endurance specialist to demonstrate 
their capabilities.

In order secure a place on one of the 22 national teams, 
participants are required to perform GPS navigation 
exercises, off-road rides and technical tests. The 
women’s teams that prevail at national level will win a 
trip to the international female qualifying round, where 
a total of six women’s teams will be selected for the 
much-coveted seats on the plane to Namibia, along 
with the 16 men’s teams.

The qualifying rounds for the BMW Motorrad 
International GS Trophy 2024 are confirmed for the 
following countries and regions:

Brazil, BeNeLux, China, Germany, France, Italy, India, 
Japan, Latin America, Chile, Costa Rica, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Columbia, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, 
Mexico, Middle East, Arab Emirates (Abu Dhabi, Dubai), 
Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Pakistan, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, UK, 
USA
For those who do not see their home country on the 
list of national or regional qualifying rounds, there is 
no reason to despair: As part of the BMW Motorrad 
Days taking place in Berlin from July 7 to 9, 2023, 
BMW Motorrad is offering international qualifying for 
the first time from July 6 to 8, 2023 to give even more 
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enthusiastic enduro riders a chance to participate in 
the Int. GS Trophy 2024 in the so-called International 
Team. A link to the sign-up page will be available on 
gstrophy.com in March 2023.

Rugged cliffs, deep valleys, raging rivers and 
a gorgeous Mediterranean coastline provided 
the challenging terrain for the BMW Motorrad 
International GS Trophy from 4 to 10 September 
2022 in Albania, making full demands of the 57 
participants in total.

But Namibia will present GS riders with completely 
different conditions, as Dr Ralf Rodepeter, Head 
of Brand Management BMW Motorrad, explains: 
“After Tunisia, South Africa, Patagonia, Canada, 
Thailand, Mongolia, New Zealand and most recently 
Albania, BMW Motorrad was again on the look-out 
for perfect GS terrain – and found it in the beautiful 
country of Namibia. Countless off-road kilometres 
with challenging route profiles passing through 
marvellous landscapes with fascinating flora and 
fauna once again ensure an exciting GS Trophy.”

The BMW Motorrad International GS Trophy is an 
event that celebrates the spirit of the legendary BMW 
Motorrad GS models. It encompasses everything 
that a BMW GS stands for: riding fun, adventure 
and challenges. The BMW Motorrad International 
GS Trophy 2024 Namibia is the ninth edition of 
the event. Previous editions were held in South 
Eastern Europe (Albania) in 2022, Oceania (New 
Zealand) in 2020, Central Asia (Mongolia) in 2018, 
Southeast Asia (Thailand) in 2016, North America 
(Canada) in 2014, South America (Chile, Argentina) 
in 2012, South Africa (South Africa, Swaziland, 
Mozambique) in 2010 and North Africa (Tunisia) in 
2008. The current event will involve 22 teams from 
all over the world with a total of 60 riders. Others 
involved include the GS Trophy marshals, media 
representatives, doctors, sponsors and a photo and 
film crew.

The BMW Motorrad International GS Trophy is 
not a race: it is a team competition in which an 
international contingent of off-road enthusiasts 
compete against each other in various special tests. 
Not all of these involve just motorcycling: skills and 
teamwork are essential, too. Since competitors are 
together for a lot of the time, also spending the night 
in bivouacs, this is an adventure that promotes a 
sense of togetherness, too. People, cultures and 
motorcyclists from all over the world come together, 
and it is not uncommon for friendships to be made 
for life.

Based on the experience of past GS Trophy events, 

the most successful teams are ultimately those 
that demonstrate solid preparation, excellent 
teamwork and riding ability, while at the same time 
having a lot of fun and experiencing wonderful 
international camaraderie.

Be sure to get in on the action!

In subsequent press releases, BMW Motorrad will 
provide details of the GS motorbikes to be used 
and the equipment participants will be able to 
use to take on the challenges, as well as more 
information on the participating countries and 
selected teams. BMW Motorrad will be offering 
a multi-channel media experience during the 
event: details will be published in due course. 
The spectrum ranges from live streams and up-
to-date social media posts through to regular 
written communications and professionally shot 
and edited video summaries produced on a day-
to-day basis.

Immediately following the BMW Motorrad 
International GS Trophy 2024 Namibia, BMW 
Motorrad will once again be offering “Follow the 
Trails” tours: these allow customers to follow in 
the footsteps of the competition on the original 
GS Trophy motorbikes.
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Osino Receives Environmental Clearance 
Certificate For Its Twin Hills Gold Project

NATIONAL NEWS

Osino Resources last Friday announced that the 
Namibian Ministry of Environment, Forestry and 
Tourism (MEFT) has issued an Environmental 
Clearance Certificate (“ECC”) for the Twin Hills Gold 
Project which is valid for three years and renewable 
on a three yearly cycle.

Twin Hills’ most recent technical study, a pre-
feasibility (“PFS”) study released in September 2022, 
outlines a 13-year open-pit mine life with an average 
annual gold production rate of 169koz per annum at 
all-in sustaining costs of US$930/oz in the 10 years 
of operation. This is based on 2.15 Moz in reserves.

Heye Daun, Osino’s co-founder, president and CEO 
commented: “We are very pleased to have received 
environmental authorisation for full-scale mining for 
our Twin Hills gold project. We recognize that there 
are still a few outstanding approvals and consents to 
be achieved. Nevertheless, this milestone takes us 
one step closer to being fully permitted. This again 
confirms Namibia as one of the world’s top mining 
jurisdictions, where it is possible to permit and 
advance a large-scale open pit gold mining project, 
according to global best practices, from inception to 
approval within less than three years. We commend 

our Namibian regulators and service providers for 
this remarkable achievement.”

Following extensive stakeholder engagement and 
environmental baseline studies in 2021 and early 
2022, the Namibian ministry of mines and energy 
and ministry of environment, forestry, and tourism 
thoroughly reviewed the Project’s Environmental 
and Social Impact Assessment and Environmental 
Management Plan and found no material flaws in 
the scope and assessment of the project.

Included in the assessment and the management 
plan are provisions that any archeological finds 
must be reported to the National Heritage Council 
for review, guidance and management.

Following the discovery of some historical grave sites 
within the Twin Hills Project area, Osino conducted 
a field review and documentation of the burial sites 
as an addendum to the archeological baseline 
study. Following this, an additional reconnaissance 
fieldwork program was carried out in the area to 
confirm that no other graves exist. All documents 
have been submitted to NHC for review and it is 
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anticipated that the graves will have to be relocated, 
with consent from the descendants.

As per the Environmental Management Act, 2007, 
the proposed mining project triggers listed activities 
under Namibia’s EMA. Such activities require an 
environmental clearance certificate. In 2020 Osino 
appointed an independent environmental consulting 
firm (Environmental Compliance Consultancy (Pty) 
Ltd) as the Environmental Assessment Practitioner 
(EAP) in accordance with EMA 2007 Regulation 
3 to conduct an environmental and social impact 
assessment and apply for the required environmental 
clearance certificate.

The ministry of mines and energy is the competent 
authority for the proposed Project, and accordingly, 
the application was submitted to MME to carry out 
their designated functions. Once an ECC is issued, 
the certificate becomes effective from the date 
endorsed and remains effective for a period not 
exceeding three years as per the EMA 2007. ECCs 
are eligible for renewal every three years.

The issuance of the ECC is one of three outstanding 
conditions for the conclusions of a full mining 
license for the Twin Hills gold project, to be issued 
by Namibia’s MME. The process has been further 
described in a news release dated 31 October 2022.

As stated earlier, once the conditions relating to 
grave relocations have been met, the first of the 
three main conditions to the issuance of the full and 
unconditional mining license will be achieved. The 
two remaining conditions are the sale of a 5% local
Namibian minority equity participation (under 
negotiation) and the fulfilment of certain affirmative 
action and poverty alleviation measures which are 
customary under Namibian law.

As previously reported, the Osino team have been 
preparing to apply for site-specific secondary permits 
which are operationally specific. The timeframes for 
approvals of these secondary permits generally vary 
between three to six months, and the application 
process has been initiated.

It is planned to commence with early works (road 
relocation, ground preparations, camp construction) 
early in the second half of 2023. The initial permits 
to be applied for include road and river relocation/
diversion, vegetation removal, water abstraction, 
wastewater discharge and accessory works permits, 
amongst others.

Osino is a Canadian gold mine developer and 
explorer focused on the fast-tracked development 
of our PFS-stage Twin Hills Gold Project (“Twin 
Hills”) in central Namibia.

Since its grassroots discovery by Osino in August 
2019 the Company has completed more than 
250,000m of drilling at Twin Hills and in September 
2022 released a pre-feasibility study (“PFS”) 
which outlines a 13-year open-pit mine life with an 
average
annual gold production rate of 169koz per annum 
at all-in sustaining costs of US$930/oz in the 10 
years of operation. This is based on 2.15 Moz in 
reserves.

Osino also has a commanding ground position of 
approximately 8,000km 2  located within Namibia’s 
prospective Damara sedimentary mineral belt, 
mostly in proximity to and along strike of the 
producing Navachab and Otjikoto Gold Mines. 
The company has an active exploration program 
targeting gold mineralization that fits the broad 
orogenic gold model.
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